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MISSOULA--
The U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Montana h a s  be e n  e l i m i n a t e d  from t h e  Big Sky t i t l e  dash  a lo n g  
w i t h  N o r t h e r n  A r i z o n a  and Gonzaga;  h o w e v e r ,  t h e  G r i z z l i e s  may have  some say  i n  d e t e r ­
m in in g  t h e  l e a g u e ' s  c ham p ions .
Lou R o c h e l e a u ,  M o n t a n a ' s  f i r s t  y e a r  c o a c h ,  s a i d  t h e  G r i z z l i e s  a r e  p r im e d  and r e a d y  
f o r  t h e  f i n a l  f o u r  game b l i t z  i n  M i s s o u l a .  Montana  h o s t s  B o i s e  S t a t e ,  Idaho  S t a t e ,  Weber 
and N o r t h e r n  A r i z o n a ,  i n  t h a t  o r d e r ,  t h e  n e x t  two weekends t o  c o n c lu d e  i t s  s e a s o n .
R o c h e l e a u  s a i d  t h e  h o m ec o u r t  a d v a n t a g e  h a s  b e e n  p r e v a l e n t  i n  a l l  b u t  s e v en  Big Sky 
games t h i s  s e a s o n  and t h e  Montana  c oa ch  hopes  t h e  v i s i t o r s '  j i n x  c o n t i n u e s .
Montana  k i c k s  o f f  t h e  f i n a l  home s t a n d  a g a i n s t  B o i s e  S t a t e  S a t u r d a y  n i g h t  i n  t h e  
Adams F i e l d  House .  L a s t  S a t u r d a y  n i g h t  t h e  Broncs  took  M ontana ,  9 8 - 7 4 ,  i n  t h e  Idaho  
c a p i t o l .  The G r i z z l i e s  d r o p p e d  one home c o n f e r e n c e  game, Montana  S t a t e ,  8 5 -82 .
R o c h e l e a u  s a i d  B o i s e  was t h e  b e t t e r  t eam t h a t  n i g h t  b u t  t h e  G r i z z l i e s  ha v e  r e v e n g e  in  
t h e i r  e y e .  "We know B o ise  S t a t e  i s  a good t ea m ,  b u t  n o t  24 p o i n t s  b e t t e r  t h a n  u s , "  he 
s a i d .
R o c h e l e a u  s a i d  M ontana  w i l l  have  t o  s t o p  6 - 2  g u a rd  Ron A u s t i n .  L a s t  weekend,  A u s t i n  
t o s s e d  i n  42 p o i n t s  a g a i n s t  t h e  G r i z z l i e s .
P a r t  o f  t h e  r e a s o n  A u s t i n  s c o r e d  so  many, R o c h e l e a u  s a i d ,  was t h a t  t h e  G r i z z l i e s  j u s t  
p l a y e d  p o o r  d e f e n s e .
R o c h e l e a u  s a i d  p o o r  d e f e n s e  a g a i n  d e f e a t e d  Montana  a t  P o c a t e l l o  l a s t  Monday n i g h t .  
" W i l l i e  Humes i s  a  g r e a t  b a l l  p l a y e r ,  b u t  a t eam c a n ' t  g i v e  him 49 p o i n t s  and e x p e c t  t o  
be  i n  t h e  ga me."  Montana  l o s t  t h a t  game 109 -7 7 .
The G r i z z l i e s  e n t e r t a i n  I d a h o  S t a t e  Monday n i g h t  and R o c h e l e a u  s a i d  i f  t h e  G r i z z l i e s  
can  h o l d  Humes t o  l e s s  t h a n  30 p o i n t s ,  Montana w i l l  be  i n  t h e  c o n t e s t .
F o l l o w i n g  t h e  B o i s e  a nd  ISU c o n t e s t s ,  M ontana  e n t e r t a i n s  Weber t h e  f o l l o w i n g  S a t u r d a y  
n i g h t ,  Feb .  27 ,  and  N o r t h e r n  A r i z o n a ,  March 1.
s e ­ nior e
MONTANA FACES FINAL FOUR TESTS--2
R o c h e l e a u  s a i d  i f  Mon tana  g e t s  t h e  momentum, i t  i s  n o t  o u t  o f  t h e  q u e s t i o n  t o  e x p e c t
t h e  G r i z z l i e s  t o  u p s e t  Weber .  " I f  we can  s h o o t  as  w e l l  as  we d i d  a g a i n s t  I d a h o ,  w e ' l l  win
a l l  f o u r , "  he s a i d .  M ontana  s h o t  b e t t e r  t h a n  50 p e r  c e n t  f rom  t h e  f i e l d  i n  t h a t  9 8 - 6 6  
w in .
* A c o u p l e  o f  b r i g h t  s p o t s  d i d  show l a s t  weekend f o r  M on tana .  Howard C l a r k ,  t h e  6 - 6  
s e n i o r  f o r w a r d ,  c o n t i n u e d  h i s  f i n e  p l a y  a g a i n s t  B o i s e  S t a t e  and ISU. The Kansas  C i t y ,
Mo. ,  n a t i v e  moved h i s  c o n f e r e n c e  s e a s o n a l  f i e l d  g o a l  p e r c e n t a g e  t o  t h e  .500  mark and h i s  
f r e e  t h ro w  p e r c e n t a g e  o v e r  t h e  h a l f w a y  p o i n t  h i t t i n g  .514  p e r  c e n t  o f  h i s  o n e - p o i n t e r s .  
C l a r k  i s  21 -42  from t h e  f i e l d  and 18-35 a t  t h e  l i n e .
Ray Howard s h o t  h i s  way i n t o  t h e  t h i r d  s p o t  i n  Big Sky f i e l d  g o a l  s h o o t i n g .  C u r r e n t l y ,
Howard i s  s h o o t i n g  .492  from t h e  f i e l d .  He h a s  c o n n e c t e d  on 47 -96  s h o t s  and c o n t i n u e s  
t o  l e a d  Montana  i n  r e b o u n d i n g  w i t h  1 0 .8  a v e r a g e .  H is  s e a s o n a l  r e b o u n d i n g  a v e r a g e  i s  1 1 . 1 .
M o n t a n a ' s  o v e r a l l  r e c o r d  d r o p p e d  t o  5 -1 5  on t h e  s e a s o n  and  3 -7  i n  c o n f e r e n c e  a c t i o n  
f o l l o w i n g  l a s t  weekend .
Both games s t a r t  a t  8 p .m .  and p r e l i m i n a r i e s  w i l l  p r e c e e d  b o t h  games .
Monday n i g h t  t h e  p r e l i m i n a r y  games a r e  c h a r i t y  e f f o r t s  f o r  t h e  H e a r t  Fund .  Two 
M i s s o u l a  g r a d e  s c h o o l s  open  t h e  e v e n i n g  a c i t o n  a t  7 p .m .  f o l l o w e d  by t h e  c e l e b r i t y  game 
f e a t u r i n g  members o f  t h e  M i s s o u l a  m e d i a ,  p o l i c e  d e p a r t m e n t  and  c i t y  h a l l .
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